hate  mail 


Dear  Guys  on  the  Staff: 

Good  work  on  the  last  issue;  clear,  concise, 
although  I'd  like  to  see  more  on  Joe.  It's  good 
to  see  you  folks  working  on  the  paper  with 
only  a  small  circle  of  friends  with  all  the 
bright  ideas.  I'm  glad  to  see  the  budget  wasn't 
cut,  too! 

All  those  other  people  who  criticize  the 
paper  are  all  wet! 

Bob  Schmitz 

PS  Really  cool  back  page  -  everyone  dug  it! 

rtM:  VJe  would  all  like  to  see  more  on  Joe  and 
yes,  the  budget  should  be  very  sufficient  for 
the  time  being.  What's  all  this  talk  of  a  small 
circle  of  friends  and  where  is  the  criticism 
coming  from?  I  would  think  that  if  they  had 
something  worthwhile  to  say  that  they  would 
make  it  known!  Bob,  as  always,  "just  say 
no!" 


Great  job!  Thought  the  paper  was  a  good 
effort  overall,  but  what  about  the  imagery?  I 
think  that  if  you're  going  to  have  a  paper  of 
any  potency  that  you  would  have  to  have  some 
variety.  I  mean  if  we  were  all 
anti-administration  it  would  be  fine  but 
what  about  us  folks  that  agree  with  certain 
policies?  I'm  specifically  talking  about  the 
front  and  back  covers.  Some  of  us  do  agree 
with  the  war  on  drugs  and  -yes-  even  the 
present  direction  of  the  space  program.  I  also 
think  it  is  very  nice  to  see  that  one  of  our 
most  prominent  members  of  the  Mass  Art 
administration  was  happy  to  fight  for  a  good 
cause  (contents  page,  last  issue)!  I  can  also 
see  that  the  rumors  of  only  a  small  group  of 
friends  working  on  the  paper  are  true. 

Kn:  Bravo!  And  remember-  as  always  -  the 
editor  and  staff  at  the  newspaper  want  you  to 
"just  say  no!" 


What's  the  story  with  the  Janet,  Dot,  Jack 
page?  !  was  personally  offended  as  were 
many  people  that  I  spoke  with.  Many  of  us  see 
this  as  a  blatant  and  outright  insult  and  are 
appalled  that  the  school  paper  would  promote 
such  prejudice  and  descrimination! 

Jack  Fluff 

HM:  Go  get  'em  tiger! 


auto 

motive 


Buzz  Lipski  is  an  automotive  consumer  specialist, 
educated  at  the  University  of  Florida.  She  has  been 
published  in  this  capacity  in  such  periodicals  as 
Consumer  Reports  Magazine.  Popular  Mechanics. 
Car  &  Driver  and  Road  Test.  The  following  is  part 
two  of  a  four  part  series  on  buying  a  used  car. 


Don't  buy  a  car  sight  unseen.  Unfortunately,  those 
who  sell  used  cars  are  notoriously  disreputable. 
When  inspecting  a  likely  prospect,  remember  to 
kick  all  four  tires.  Also,  be  sure  all  doors  shut 
flush.  Happy  hunting! 


★  *#******************^t**^f**^^***^^** 


Look  for  parts  three  and  four  in  upcoming  issues. 


'68  Chevy  pickup  w/shell,  new 
clutch,  overload  springs  &  shocks 
$11 00/bo  call  Buck  555-9016 
(N.  Weymouth) 


Seats,  bumpers,  much  much  more. 
Call  for  complete  inventory  of  dom. 
pts  555-8674  (Dorchester) 


'66  Dodge  Coronet-V8-A  whopper 
restble.  nds  sm  frame  wk  $300/bo 
call  wkends/after  6  555-6268 

(Grafton) 


'65  Pontiac  Catalina-met.  baby  blue, 
tons  of  chrome-  mech.  &  body  perf. 
have  all  receipts  555-9872 
(Dedham) 


'79  Lincoln  Continental  Town  Car 
4dr  2  tone  gid  &  chestnut.  The  last 
of  the  big  ones  351,  V8  gd.  gas  mi. 
every  option  but  moon  roof,  new  4 
ssn.  radials,  shocks  &  exh.  Perf. 
body  &  int.  needs  nothing  Nice  real 
estate  Vy  formal  Vy  cheap  $4800 
(Woburn)  555-4887  (ext.  248) 


'70  Pontiac  GTO  w/’73  455  eng. 
4bbl  must  be  seen,  no  jokers  asking 
$4000  555-1862  (Winchester) 


Gunga  Din  Parts  and  TOWING-  junk 
cars  bought  &  sold-  call  us  last, 
we'll  pay  more  (555-9517) 


'70  Dodge  Dart-  she's  a  honey,  85% 
rest.,  nds  paint,  glass,  little  else! 
225  slant  6.  Detroit's  finest.  Ser. 
inq.  only  555-9487  (Medford) 


♦ 


'75  Chevy  Nova-  fixer  upper  curr. 
insp.  $200  &  the  keys  are  yrs. 
555-6825  (Boston) 


'72  Buick  Century-sm  ft  end 
damage-  lux.  in.  pw/ps/pb  fix  me 
up!  $400  555-1893  (Marlboro) 


"71  VW  microbus,  off  wht  runs  ok? 
20,000  mi.  wrkng  pop  top  call  Dave 
or  Sarah  555-8870  (Somerville) 


'75  Dodge  Dart-  1  owner, 
lo-mileage,  gd.  winter  car  rec.  tune 
up  $700/bo  call  Helen  555-2720 
days  (Watertown) 


i  am  figMing  on  the  streets 
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[Water,  corn  syrup,  sugar,  partially  hydrogenated 
animal  shortening  (may  contain  beef  fat  and/ori 
lard),  modified  food  starch,  cocoa,  skim  milk,  [ 
W citric  and  ascorbic  acids,  soy  flour,  calcium! 
sulfate,  dough  conditioners  (contains  one  or  more 
of  the  following:  sodium  stearoyl  lactylate, 
ethoxylated  mono-  and  diglycerides),  sodium 
phosphate,  algin,  sodium  benzoate,  lecithin, 
chocolate,  agar,  polysorbate  80,  sodium  citrate, 
locust  bean  gum,  natural  and  artificial  flavors, 
artificial  colors(yellow  #5),  sodium  propionate^ 
and  sorbic  acid  (to  retard  spoilage). 
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newspeak 


Local  Actions  Planned 
To  Protest  “Amerika” 


Washington,  DC— Peace  groups  around 
the  country  are  mobilizing  now  to  protest 
the  scheduled  February  1987  airing  of  the 
ABC  miniseries  “Amerika.”  The  pro¬ 
gram  chronicles  the  Soviet  Union’s 
takeover  of  the  United  States  using  the 
UN  security  forces. 

In  the  course  of  the  12-hour  series,  the 
Soviets  massacre  the  US  Congress  and 
bum  the  Capitol.  American  progressives 
work  as  agents  for  the  Soviet  govern¬ 
ment.  American  women  are  raped  by  oc¬ 
cupying  Third-World  soldiers.  Those  who 
resist  the  Soviets  are  herded  into  concen¬ 
tration  camps  and  brainwashed. 

Former  Attorney  General  Elliot 
Richardson  has  characterized  the  show  as 
“McCarthyesque”  and  “xenophobic.” 
Robert  K.  Musil,  SANE’s  Director  of 
Communications,  says,  “The  danger  in  a 
foolish,  pandering  series  like  ‘Amerika’  is 
that  it  could  create  an  atmosphere  that 
further  blocks  serious  arms  control  talks. 
What  a  tragic  tradeoff.” 

SANE  is  encouraging  grassroots  ac¬ 
tivists  to  join  in  a  nationwide  protest 
against  the  series.  Those  who  oppose  the 
airing  of  “Amerika”  should: 


•  write  letters  to  ABC,  1330  Avenue 
of  the  Americas,  New  York,  NY  10019, 
and  its  local  affiliate  expressing  objections 
to  the  series  and  demanding  that  it  be 
cancelled  or,  at  least,  that  air  time  be  allot¬ 
ted  for  rebuttals  to  the  series. 

•  write  letters  to  the  editor  of  local 
newspapers  explaining  why  the  series  is 
offensive  and  condemning  ABC,  its  local 
affiliate,  and  the  Chrysler  Corporation,  the 
show’s  sponsor,  for  perpetrating  it. 

•  write  letters  to  local  Chrysler 
dealerships  expressing  anger  that  they 
would  be  associated  with  such  jingoistic 
material.  Ask  them  to  pressure  Detroit  in¬ 
to  canceling  its  sponsorship  of  the  series 
and  demand  that  they  not  participate  in 
any  local  advertising  on  the  show. 

•  picket  the  local  ABC  affiliate  and  un¬ 
cooperative  Chrysler  dealerships  in  the 
weeks  preceding  the  series.  Pass  out 
flyers  referring  customers  to  other 
Chrysler  dealerships  that  have  cooperated 
with  the  advertising  boycott. 

For  more  information  on  what  you  can 
do,  write  or  call  Bruce  Birchard  at  the  Na¬ 
tional  Disarmament  Program,  AFSC, 
1501  Cherry  St.,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102 
(215)  241-7171. 


-reprinted  courtesy  of  SANE  Newsletter 
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winning  no  fronts 
not  going  back 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  CONFERENCE 


The  South  African  Conference  was  held  on 
Wednesday,  November  12  and  Thursday, 
November  13  in  the  Tower  Auditorium.  It  was 
a  two  day  collaborative  effort  between  Roxbury 
Community  College  and  Mass  College  of  Art. 
This  program  was  one  of  the  most 
professionally  coordinated  and  informative 
series  to  be  held  at  MCA.  Our  thanks  to 
Roxbury's  Aggrey  Mbere,  Calvin  Hicks,  and 
Mass  Art's  Rachel  Weiss  for  the  combined 
efforts  and  interaction  between  the  two  schools 
in  hosting  this  outstanding  series.  Wednesday's 
lectures  began  with  a  historical  background 
leading  up  to  current  events  and  included  the 
formation  of  the  African  National  Congress  in 
1912  and  their  struggle  for  equality. 

The  present  white  minority  government 
controls  87%  of  South  Africa's  land,  leaving 
13%  for  29  million  blacks,  the  majority  in  a 
population  of  31  million.  Under  conditions  of 
oppression  and  brutality  (comparable  to 
conditions  in  the  early  years  of  Nazi 
Germany),  the  African  National  Congress 
adopted  a  charter  that  basically  states  that 
South  Africa  belongs  to  all  the  people  who  live 
there;  there  can  be  no  government  that  doesn't 
recognize  all  people  as  fully  equal  citizens. 
The  present  government  has  never  recognized 
this  charter,  but  this  powerful  grassroots 
movement  should  and  is  determined  to  gain 
control  of  its  own  country. 

One  of  Wednesday's  speakers  was  David 
Lewis,  former  General  Secretary  of  the 
General  Workers'  Union,  the  only  multi-racial 
union  in  South  Africa.  Linking  the  liberation 
movement  and  the  economically  based  working 
class,  the  Trade  Union's  strength  and  struggle 
is  working  toward  a  socialist  trade  union  after 
the  fall  of  apartheid. 

The  highlight  of  the  day's  events  came  under 
the  forum  of  "Women  and  Families"  with 
speaker  Ntsiki  Kasambira,  former  Soweto 
resident.  The  women  and  children  of  South 
Africa  are  a  vital  force  in  the  struggle  for 


equality.  Having  to  endure  enforced  separation 
of  family  members,  ghetto  conditions  under 
which  they  fight  to  maintain  their  dignity,  and 
the  unrelenting  harrassment  of  being  a  black 
woman  in  a  white  male  world,  the  black  women 
of  South  Africa  are  in  the  forefront  of  the  fight 
for  the  survival  of  their  homeland.  Ntsiki 
Kasambira  is  a  powerful  voice  in  this  fight  and 
received  the  ovation  that  she  inspired. 

On  Thursday  the  forum  was  Culture  under 
Oppression.  We  as  artists  in  the  United  States 
can  sympathize  with  and  protest  against 
political  problems  both  here  and  elsewhere  in 
the  world,  but  we  have  no  conception  of  what  it 
is  to  be  a  black  artist  in  South  Africa.  This  is  a 
country  where  it  is  just  as  punishable  by  law 
to  hang  political  posters  on  school  property  as 
it  is  to  kill  a  man;  where  the  outstanding 
literature  and  visual  protest  is  derived  from 
firsthand  experience,  an  experience  that  has 
been  going  on  for  many  generations.  These 
artists  will  continue  to  be  a  driving  force 
towards  an  equal  and  just  government. 

Thursday's  forum  drove  home  the 
importance  of  the  artist  as  a  spokesperson  for 
a  new  world.  The  art  coming  from  South 
African  artists  not  only  gives  us  a  glimpse  of 
the  conditions  in  which  they  create  their  work; 
it  also  brings  out  the  brutal  reality  of  their 
situation.  Along  with  the  protest  is  a  view  of 
how  to  change  that  situation.  We  not  only  see 
the  visual  protest  of  what  is  happening  but  how 
each  artist  in  their  own  way  has  moved  towards 
resolving  the  conflict. 

This  second  step  is  one  that  a  majority  of 
artists  neglect.  Most  of  us  at  Mass  Art  tend  to 
view  the  tragedies  around  us  from  our  ivory 
tower.  Even  more  art  seems  to  be  made  in  a 
vacuum.  If  there  was  one  disappointment  to 
these  two  days  it  was  the  miserably  small 
number  of  students  in  attendance.  Where  were 
you  during  this  conference? 

Naomi  Ramieri-Hall 
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to  wtiere  them  was  no  irecoirciled  conversation 
onSy  voice  speaking  to  voice 
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“What  was  that  noise?” 


I,*”-! 


In  the  spirit  of  Bracilees,K-inart , and  Zayres; Vox-Pop  Inc,  now  gives  you  the 
40  WITH  THE  MEN  PROM  VOX  Chance  to  display  your  unique  color  sense  and  anazing  sensibility  in  choice 
JSEUM  OP  PINE  ARTS  CAPE,  materials!  So  sit  back  with  an  ice-cold  Bud,  crank  up  the  Springsteen, 

&  color  likes  ya  wuz  nuts  or  sunthinil  ! 


“Got  that  one!” 


SoDicCarit^  Testival 


Sergio  Ramirez 

vice  President  of  Nicaragua  Sergio  tlamlrez 
recenttg  spok.e  at  ftass  »^rt.  Invited  by  United  for 
Peace  In  Nicaragua  (an  umbreDta  group  representing 
mang  organizations  Including  CiASiA,  and 

iA.rts  for  a  Neiv  Nicaragua),  as  part  of  his 
two-H>eeh  tour  In  the  United  States.  Vice  President 
P.amlrez  Inltlallg  applied  for  a  diplomatic  visa  to 
the  US  six  gears  ago.  Turned  doivn,  he  u>as  denied 
entrance  until  last  gear,  tvhen  he  met  ivlth 
ex-Presldent  flmmg  Carter,  ivho  was  on  a 
construction  brigade  In  Nicaragua.  «%t  Carter's 
urging  the  State  Department  reluctantlg  offered  a 
regular  tourist  visa.  In  addition  to  being  an  absurd 
and  juvenile  Insult,  a  tourist  visa  would  be 
extremelg  dangerous  as  It  wouldn't  provide  ang  of 
the  securltg  routlnelg  granted  diplomats  visiting 
the  US.  >4fter  concerted  efforts  bg  some  high 
ranhlng  US  officials  (ex-Presldent  Carter, 
ex-Presldent  Ford),  the  P,eagan  ^Administration 
flnallg  extended  a  diplomatic  visa,  grudglnglg 
losing  at  least  this  battle  to  Impede  our  right  to  free 
speech.  The  following  Is  Vice  President  Ramirez's 
November  22  speech. 


I  would  like  to  express  to  you- how  delighted  we  are  to  be  here 
with  you.  These  last  few  days  we  have  been  touring  different 
cities  and  university  campuses  in  the  United  States.  We  have 
tried  to  bring  to  the  people  of  this  country  our  message  of  peace 
and  understanding.  I  want  to  dare  to  say  that  we  have  had  these 
days  a  very  good  reception.  We  have  had  the  opportunity  to  talk 
with  many  groups,  many  people  in  the  United  States. ..and 
everywhere  I  think  the  response  has  been  really  very  very 
good. 

This  moment  in  which  my  government  decided  I  must  come  to 
the  United  States  is  a  very  difficult  moment,  as  you  know. 
Things,  unfortunately,  are  not  going  to  be  better  in  the  next 
weeks.  Now  the  contra  forces  have  at  their  disposition  one 
hundred  million  dollars  to  expand  the  war,  the  criminal  war, 
against  the  people  of  Nicaragua.  What  worries  us  the  most  is  not 
that  the  contra  revolutionary  forces,  these  terrorist  forces, 
are  going  to  be  able  to  recuperate  their  military  strength. 
Those  are  forces  already  defeated.  During  the  last  three  or  four 
years  of  war  they  have  been  constantly  beaten  by  our  army,  by 
our  people  in  arms,  and  we  don't  have,  now,  any  kind  of  doubt 
that  we  are  going  to  destroy  them  completely. 

Truly  the  problem  is  directly  related  to  the  involvement  of  the 
government  of  the  United  States  in  this  war.  I  was  reading  in 
the  papers  that  now  the  training  of  the  terrorists  has  already 
started  on  the  North  American  soil.  I  think  that  this  is  a  grave 
offense  for  the  people  of  this  country  that  now  terrorists, 
criminals  are  now  being  trained  in  the  United  States.  The  money 
involved  in  the  financial  package  the  Reagan  administration  has 
already  signed  for  delivering  to  the  contra  revolutionary  forces 
is  going  to  permit  the  CIA  to  fly  directly  the  planes  that  will 
provide  with  arms,  bombs,  mines,  and  ammunitions  the  contra 
revolutionary  forces.  This  will  not  be  more  a  covert  operation 
like  the  one  in  which  Mr.  Hasenfus  was  involved  but  an  official 
action  on  the  part  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  Then, 


if  the  new  pilot. ..is  shot  down  in  Nicaragua,  and  there  is  the 
possibility  that  such  a  thing  happen  because  we're  ready  to  stop 
any  illegal  flight  over  our  territory  saying  in  this  case  we're 
going  to  have  a  very  difficult  problem  for  us  all. 

We  don't  want  to  have  more  Hasenfus  cases.  We  don't  want  to 
have  more  North  American  pilots  flying  over  our  territory.  We 
don't  want  more  CIA  planes  shot  down  in  Nicaragua.  What  we 
want  is  peace.  What  we  want  is  understanding.  We're  looking 
for  peace  and  understanding  and  the  only  thing  we  ask  from  the 
government  of  the  United  States  is  to  accept  the  resolution  of 
the  International  Court  of  Justice  that  orders  the  government  of 
the  United  States  to  stop  immediately  any  kind  of  aggressive 
action  against  Nicaragua. 

Those  are  the  reasons  I  am  now  touring  the  United  States.  I 
would  say  also  that  I  have  found  in  this  country  an  enormous 
solidarity  with  our  revolution,  with  our  people,  with  our 
culture,  like  the  one  I've  had  the  opportunity  to  see  this 
evening,  in  this  place.  It's  this  solidarity,  a  human  solidarity 
for  a  humble  people  that's  honestly  striving  to  offer  freedom, 
offer  equality,  offer  democracy.  This  activity  I  had  the 
opportunity  to  see  this  evening  expressed  which  is  the  will,  the 
freedom  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  toward  the  people  of 
Nicaragua. 

Ours  are  people  that  want  to  live  in  peace  and  not  to  be  pushed 
to  war  like  some  want.  I  would  like  to  inform  you  that  yesterday 
the  National  Assembly  in  Nicaragua  ended  its  discussions  about 
our  Constitution  and  that  now  we  have  a  Constitution  in 
Nicaragua:  the  first  democratic  complete  Constitution  of  all  of 
our  history. 

Thank  you  for  your  cooperation.  Thank  you  for  your  solidarity 
in  the  name  of  my  people,  in  the  name  of  my  government,  in  the 
name  of  the  Sandi  nista  Party. 
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Jpsg/i.n»  Saldana  Is  »  writer  and  ^ournatist.  From 
v^-ugust  1983  to  «^prii  1984,  sfte  wor^ecC  crt  Ch-crrvneC 
Five  News  in  Boston.  She  h»s  worheci  as  a 
translator  and  writer  for  tetevision  anil  ^ournaCs  ir 
Texas,  k^ashington  D.C.  anil  Nicaragua.  She  atso 
spohe  at  the  November  22  Soiiilaritg  Festival,  on  the 
current  situation  in  Nicaragua  and  agreed  to  give 
this  short  interview  one  weeh  iater. 

-  Dana  looser 


— 

[ed.:  printed  in  part] 

DM: 

The  closing  of  the  newspaper,  La  Prensa.  by  the  Sandi  nistas 
was  highly  publicized  here  as  proof  of  their  totalitarian, 
repressive  nature.  Could  you  say  something  about  the  press  in 
Nicaragua? 


JS: 

This  is  another  case  where  US  journalists  are  being  really 
Irresponsible,  in  not  pointing  out  why  the  paper  was  closed.  I 
think  what  the  editor  did  is  an  act  of  treason.  The  editor  came 
here  and  advocated  aid  for  the  counterrevolutionaries.  Imagine 
that  during  the  second  world  war  an  editor  for  the  New  York 
Times  went  to  Germany  to  lobby  for  aid  for  the  enemy.  That 
would  have  been  considered  an  act  of  treason.  And  during  WW  II 
forty  publications  were  closed  down  in  the  United  States.  It's  a 
very  similar  situation  except  that  the  war  is  being  fought  on 
their  soil.  WW  II  wasn't  even  fought  on  our  soil,  and  yet  we 
found  it  necessary  to  close  down  those  publications.  The  press 
forgets  to  bring  out  its  own  history.  It  was  obviously  an  act  of 
treason  for  the  editor  to  come  up  here  and  lobby  for  an  enemy 
power.  And  in  Nicaragua  this  act  of  treason  didn't  even  result  in 
an  arrest.  You  know,  in  Guatemala  (a  government  that  the  US 
supports)  journalists  are  being  killed  left  and  right.  There 
aren't  any  journalists  left  to  oppose  the  regime.  That's  what 
happens  in  Guatemala.. ..To  get  your  paper  shut  down  is  a  lot 
better  than  losing  your  life.  In  Nicaragua  there's  still  a  paper 
that  exists  that  is  an  independent  paper,  and  each  of  the  leftist 
parties  has  its  own  paper,  and  they  publish  very  strong 
critiques  of  the  Sand  inista  government.  The  major  form  of  news 
communication  in  Nicaragua,  though,  is  the  radio.  Lots  of  people 
don't  know  how  to  read,  and  a  lot  more  listen  to  the  radio  than 
read  the  paper.  And  if  you  look  at  it  in  that  perspective,  well, 
there's  roughly  forty-five  radio  stations,  half  of  which  are 
privately  owned.  It  turns  out  the  conservative  party  has  a  radio 
station.  They  are  also  subject  to  censorship,  but  I  think  that's 
most  important  to  point  out,  that  it  is  a  time  of  war,  and  I  think 
any  kind  of  censorship  is  understandable.  And  Ortega  has  said  a 
number  of  times  that  if  the  US  will  stop  funding  the  contras, 
they  will  let  La  Prensa  publish  its  paper. 


A  fireman  at  the  November  22 
Solidarity  Festival  responding  to 
the  fire  alarm  that  effectively 
emptied  the  house  for  half  an  hour 


DM: 

What  is  your  view  of  US  news  reporting  on  the  situation  in 
Nicaragua? 

JS: 

I  think  the  primary  problem  is  that  the  media  here  is 
very.. .."lazy"  is  the  word  I  would  use,  because  they're  not  doing 
their  job  the  way  they  should.  Their  point  of  departure  is  what 
the  administration  says.  The  administration  in  the  States  tells 
the  story,  and  Nicaragua,  thousands  of  miles  away,  has  to 
disprove  that  story.  This  is  what  most  commonly  happens:  the 
State  Department  comes  out  and  says,  "This  and  That  is 
happening  in  Nicaragua"  and  that  is  taken  as  the  truth.  Or,  that 
is  the  first  paragraph  of  the  story  and  the  very  last  word  is 
"according  to  US  officials".  And  then  you'll  have  two  or  three 
paragraphs  elaborating  on  what  the  administration  has  said. 
Then  maybe  the  next  column  over  you'll  get  a  rebuttal.  And  the 
headline,  of  course,  will  say  what  the  administration  is 
claiming.  That's  what  sticks  in  the  reader's  mind.  A  very  good 
example  is  an  article  in  the  New  York  Times  recently  on 
"Nicaragua  Incursions  into  Honduras".  They  didn't  even  bother 
to  get  one  statement,  not  one  person  frojn  Nicaragua.  That,  to 
me,  is  irresponsible  journalism.  The  positive  aspects  to  the 
revolution  are  never  "newsworthy".  Contra  atrocities  aren't 
even  newsworthy  anymore  unless  they're  really  phenomenal  in 
some  way.  Like,  if  they  blow  up  a  bus  and  thirty-two  civilians 
die,  well,  that'll  make  page  five.  The  news  isn't  giving  you 
anything  but  the  administration's  view. 


1  try  to  protect  my  face 
my  language 


meaningless  schlock 


last  words 


Fish  Song  1 


I  met  this  fish  on  the  street 

we  started  talking 

we  had  this  conversation 

we  talked  about  what  the  fish  was  doing  in  school 

and  about  what  I  was  doing  in  school 

we  talked  about  the  weather 

how  I  thought  it  had  been  a  bit  dry  lately 

perhaps  it  would  rain 

we  needed  some  rain 

we  talked  about  politics  and  economics 

and  the  direction  that  the  current  government 

was  leading  us 

we  were  there  for  about  an  hour 
just  talking  on  the  sidewalk 
then  we  said  goodbye 
and  I  added 

how  nice  it  was  to  talk  with  one 

who  shared  so  much  in  common  with  me 

I  met  this  fish  on  the  street 
we  started  talking 
we  had  this  conversation 

we  talked  about  what  the  fish  was  doing  in  schools 

and  about  what  I  was  doing  in  schools 

we  talked  about  the  weather 

how  I  thought  it  had  been  a  bit  dry  lately 

perhaps  it  would  rain 

we  needed  a  river 

we  talked  about  polliwogs  and  electric  eels 

and  the  directions  the  current  was  leading  us 

we  were  there  for  about  an  hour 

just  flopping  on  the  sidewalk 

then  we  said  goodbye 

and  I  added 

how  nice  it  was  to  talk  with  one 

who  shared  so  much  in  common  with  me 


Blyth  Hazen 


The  Monotonous  Saaa  of  Piffv  LaSoiff 

Poor  Piffy  McSpiff,  an  artsy  student  pupil  at  the  Last  College  of 
Art  in  Massaquantities,  was  eager  to  begin  his  Sophomoron  year 
in  the  Resign  Department.  The  College  was  maimly  a  computer 
college,  and  there  were  no  places  for  far  away  undergravitation 
students  to  live  in  camps. 

First  demenster,  as  a  little  Freshie,  Piffman  wore  his  slacks 
and  a  Jersey  kozinski  to  classes  each  day,  as  he  had  to  be  there. 
This  was  much  to  the  delight  of  Mother  Spiffington,  who 
carefully  coutured  him  each  morning,  before  sending  him  out  to 
fight  the  computer  traffic. 

"Your  slacks  and  a  Jersey  are  laid  out  on  your  bed,  Piffton 
dear,"  she  said  after  feeding  him  a  huge  bowl  of  hot  feetgerms 
and  prune  pop  arts.  And  so  he  did. 

Piffy  was  peculiar  to  the  strange  dressing  rabbits  of  the  Last 
College  artsy  student  scruples,  (once  he  had  encountered  pointy 
nosehairs  in  the  elevator,  and  the  poor  thing  was  bedridden  for 
a  week!). 

Now,  as  a  Sopomororless,  Fiffy  became  accustomed  to  the 
avant-gardenia  of  the  other  prudents,  and  feeling  a  bit  madcap, 
tried  to  make  trends  with  some  of  them. 

"Who  is  your  Taylor?"  he  asked  a  small  playground  sporting 
red  sox  and  orange  juice.  "James,"  she  replied,  as  they  slid  into 
their  3-d  glass. 

The  very  next  mourning,  after  a  big  dish  of  branbugs  with 
wilted  clutter.  Mother  Piffo  chirped,  "There's  your  slacks  and 
New  Jersey  laid  out  on  the  bed  under  the  Cat,  Piffly,  dear."  And 
they  were. 


Being  so  very  tired  from  staying  up  late  (he  was  up  'til  9  o 
'clock!),  doing  contemptual  drawing  (as  he  was  a  good  drawer), 
on  a  Large  cotton  rag,  poor  Piff  was  out  of  sinks. 

"Splat!  You  Cat!"  he  splurted.  "I'll  fix  you!"  he  cried,  and 
sprayed  him  with  Damar  varnish. 

A  moldy  Piffy  arrived  at  Last,  and  sat  in  the  Cafe  smoking  his 
coffee,  when  suddenly  a  gang  of  Slims  came  over  and  stared  him 
to  death! 

"Who  is  your  Taylor?"  they  asked  in  uniform. 

"Elizabeth,  of  course,"  he  said,  acting  nonchalantly,  tugging  at 
his  crew  neck.  Then,  he  sullenly  noticed  his  slacks  and  a  Jersy 
all  covered  with  the  Hair  of  the  CAT! 

"HAIR  OF  THE  CAT!"  he  exclaimed  in  restoration. 

The  very  next  day,  the  gang  of  Trims  came  to  LAST  wearing  the 
Hair  of  the  Cat.  Though  much  sneezing  was  happening,  so  was 
the  new  style.  And  sew  was  Piffless  O'Spiff,  UNTIL  3-D  later 
when  he  went  to  2-d  with  no  pushpins  to  hang  up 
his . 

Cynthia  Faggiano 


as  if  I  dont  know  thdir  virtue 
or  their  decadence 


-BLYTH  HAZEN 


